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May 29, 1996
To: Mr. Charles J. Root

USEPA Region m
841 Chestnut Building
Mail Code: 3HW21
Philadelphia, PA 19107

From: Kin Y. Chung, PhD., PE
Consultant for Concerned Citizens of Western Berks County

Re: Technical concerns about EPA Superfund Site 03-HW-21, Berks Landfill

Dear Mr. Root:

On behalf of the Concerned Citizens of Western Berks County, I have the following comments and some unaddressed
technical concerns about the Berks Landfill RI/FS Work Plan in my May S, 1995 letter to Mr. Anthony Koller, the
previous USEPA Region HI Remedial Project Manager for this she:

1. Your name appeared in Colder Associates' April Progress Report as a new Project Manager for USEPA Region ffl.
We have not been informed concerning the reorganization and the latest direction for this project from EPA.

2. On May 5, 1995, 1 addressed some technical concerns about the Berks Landfill/RI/FS Work Plan to Mr. Anthony
Koller, the previous USEPA Region ffl Remedial Project Manager. A copy of this letter was also sent to Mr.
Ronald Klinikowski, PADEP Project Officer, Hazardous Sites Cleanup Program. Mr. Klinikowski distributed
letter to his technical staff for review and comment. A March 26, 1996 memo to AGI by Mr. Klinikowski addressed
many of our concerns, but some issues were left unclear. It was stated that PADEP will relay our concerns to the
USEPA. The following are the technical concerns which were insufficiently addressed in the March 26, 1996
PADEP memo to AGI:

A. Our concerns about the locations of replacement wells (more than 100 ft from the decommissioned wells),
the testing frequency of well contaminants, and the potential addition of more monitoring wells have not
been fully addressed. Refer to Section 3 of the 5/5/95 memo.

B. The presence of sinkholes may facilitate the flow of groundwater contaminants to local wells through
solution channels, even if the sinkholes are above the aquitard. Also, sinkholes may affect the cap integrity.

C. PADEP states that "Earthquake action in Berks County has historically been of low intensity (aftershocks)
and at large distances from the epicenter..." and To date this (earthquake) activity has not impacted the
geology of this site and the ultimate she remedy will address current she conditions." However, on January
15, 1994, two earthquakes with magnitudes 4.0 and 4.6 on the Richter scale occurred with epicenters in
Spring Township, less than 3 miles from the site. Seismic activities may increase sinkhole activities and
may affect the decision to select an adequate remedial method for this she. Since no analysis of site geology
has been performed since this date to AGI's knowledge, the earthquake impact on site geology is
indeterminate.

D. PADEP did not address our concern about the existence and suspected condition of the disposed alkali
sludge. Please clarify to all parties that this issue has or will be investigated.

E. The response on May 1, 1995 by Mr. Anthony F. Koller, EPA previous Remedial Project Manager
indicates in Page 5 on Additional Comments Section, that EPA has not been able to determine whether the
lagoons are indeed within the 100-year flood plain. Based on the Flood Boundary and Floodway Map
Township of Spring, Berks County, PA, dated April 18, 1983 from National Flood Insurance Pro
Federal Emergency Management Agency, it is obvious that these lagoons are all within 100-year flood
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plain. The actual locations of these lagoons are only 20 ft from the Wheatfield Road Tributary. This
information was provided to Ms. Dianne Walker, previous EPA Project Manager, a few years ago and
should be in EPA project file. A portion of the map is also attached for your use (Attachment 1).

F. The location and condition of Ae existing mine shaft of the Known "Wheatfield Mines" has not been fully
addressed yet Enclosed is a copy of the abstract obtained from FA State Geologist in 1985 (Attachment 2)
for your review. .

3. We have requested, but not received, any of the following information under the Freedom of Information Act since
May 1995:

A. A copy of the revisions to the Draft RI report, which was submitted to USEPA by Colder on March 13,
1995.

B. A copy of the outstanding comments on BRA issues discussed during the March 15,1995 meeting between
EPA and Colder.

C. A copy of Golder's backup information on March 16,1995 submitted to EPA by Colder.
D. A copy of Golder's February 1995 Progress Report
E. A Summary of the Remedial Investigation and Baseline Risk Assessment results and the approach to

conduct the Feasibility Study. This Summary was submitted and discussed in your meeting with Colder
Associates and representatives of the Berks Landfill PRP Group on April 22,1996.

4. Up to present, EPA kas kept the Concerned Citizens of Western Berks County and their Consultants outside the
project door and is not communicating with the Communities around this Landfill. We wonder how effective the
Public Relation of this project is!

Please review these comments and forward the requested information to me as soon as possible. A meeting among EPA,
Colder, and CCWBC is highly recommended. If you have any questions, please contact me at (610) 670-9055.

KinY.Chunĝ Ph.D.,PE
Consultant for CCWBC

Encl.

CC: Ms. Vivian Faust (CCWBC)
Ron Klinikowski (PADEP)

Cross Roads Center
1005 Cross Roads Blvd
Reading 1960S

John Ravert, County Environmentalist
Berks County AG Center
Leesport, PA 19533
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SPRING TOWNSHIP IRON MINES "
•,r'5̂

One of the earliestlhdustrleslh Spring was mining fw teem
ore, which was found in different parts of the township. In
1847, ore was found in the timberland of Henry Ruth. It
was bluish magnetic, almost entirely free from sulphur,
making it very valuable. A shaft over 100 feet deep was
sunk to mine it. The next mine to develop was in the same
locality and was known as the "Wheatfield Mines1', on the
farm of William Fisher. This Spring mine was found to be
very productive, and supplied ore for a number of factor-
ies in Reading. At one time, a large force of men were em-
ployed in its development. Some of the area is usedjor
landfill now. Joseph Gill was mining ore iathislocalify, em-
ploying a dozen hands. The ore was loaded on cars from a
wharf provided near Fritztown. To the north of Sinking
Spring, iron ore was mined on'the Ruth and Mull farms, by
the Eckerts and others, but later operations were suspended
when one of the shafts which had been sunk to a great
depth tapped a large subterranian stream (which are all over
.this county), flooding the mine tnd causing its closing. This
was later a place to ice skate in winter, despite people's
warnings, because people claimed there were springs .in the
mine that never really frozi over. Ice was sometimes har-
vested here; Louis and Howard Gotschal) used it in their
ice cream store, older residents say. Limestone of good
quality was found in nearly every part of the township,
creating several large quarries.

Also, when Spring Township^ included more acreage, the old
Seitzinger Ore Mines were ̂included. In recent years, the
mine hole has been filled in": many will remember this large
hole in front of the Reading Hospital. Also, the Eureka Ore
Company was located in the township.
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